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Pobre Analía 

This activity is designed to meet specific ACTFL and NCSSFL Can-Do statements for 

presentational speaking.  See the full document here: 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-

statements 

 Intermediate Low Presentational Writing: I can write about people, 

activities, events, and experiences. 

 Intermediate Low Presentational Writing: I can write about topics of 

interest. 

 Intermediate Mid Presentational Writing: I can write short reports about 

something I have learned or researched. 

 Intermediate High Presentational Writing: I can write a simple summary 

about something I have learned. 

The purpose of this activity is to make connections between the text and other 

media.  In this chapter of the novel, Vida y Muerte en la Mara Salvatrucha (available 

on www.tprstorytelling.com), the anonymous narrator succumbs to his desire for 

revenge and we’ll soon see that in the end it isn’t he, but rather Analía, who suffers.  

This is an excellent opportunity to hit the common core standard of: CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W9-10.9   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. Get them thinking about other stories in which 

characters have similar forbidden relationships, you’ll be amazed by how creative 

some of them can be! 

Make enough hand-outs for each student in your class.  Give them 3 minutes to 

organize their thoughts in the Think, Prepare, Plan section.  This will give them an 

anchor as they write! Allow 30 minutes for the presentational writing.   
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Think, Prepare, Plan 

 

 

Compare and contrast Analía’s relationship with a similar relationship in a familiar novel or movie.  

Organize your thoughts and write a well planned essay.  Use transition words to connect your sentences 

and paragraphs to organize your information.  Every statement you make should be supported by 

details, never say anything you can’t back up.  Use the best, most complex vocabulary you can. 
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RUBRIC 5 (A level) 4 (B level) 3 (C level) 2 (D level) 1 (F level) 

My paragraphs are organized 
and connected.  I make good use 
of transitions 

     

I am able to elaborate on a topic 
and support my statements with 
evidence. 

     

My vocabulary reflects current 
content and is broad and  rich. 

     

I use the present and past tenses 
correctly and consistently. 

     

I make few errors, they do not 
affect communication. 
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