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Smash Doodle 

This activity is adapted from a Martina Bex blog post 

http://martinabex.com/2014/07/10/smash-doodle/ to meet specific ACTFL and 

NCSSFL Can-Do statements.  See the full document here: 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-

statements 

 Intermediate Mid Interpretive Reading: I can understand the main idea 

of what I read for personal enjoyment. 

 Intermediate High Interpretive Reading: I can understand accounts of 

personal events or experiences. 

 Intermediate Low Presentational Writing: I can write about something 

I’ve learned. 

The purpose of this activity is to make connections between students and text.  In this 

chapter of the novel, Vida y Muerte en la Mara Salvatrucha (available on 

www.tprstorytelling.com), the anonymous author describes his job.  He mentions 

how his successful gang missions lead him to a position as a leader in his clique and 

details how he brings in money for the gang.  In this chapter he has an encounter 

with an elderly woman who does not want to pay him.  It seems like the perfect 

opportunity to get kids doodling! 

Hand each student a piece of white paper and ask them to read the chapter carefully 

(or read together as a class).  On the next read through, they will do a close read, or 

read carefully pulling out details, and create a smash doodle.  

How do you smash doodle?  You find important lines and ideas in the text and create 

a piece of art!  Doodle important events and include words and lines of text that 

support the meanings of the doodles.   

Display the sample below as an example.  It is a doodle of chapter 5 (so that they 

can’t directly copy ideas!). 
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Smash Doodle 

How do you Smash Doodle?  Read Chapter 6 and doodle the events and important vocabulary.  Add 

words and lines of text that support your doodles.  Use this doodle from Chapter 5 to get an idea how!   
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