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LA Harmony 

This activity is designed to meet specific ACTFL and NCSSFL Can-Do statements for 

presentational speaking.  See the full document here: 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-

statements 

 Novice High Presentational Speaking: I can present information about 

my life using phrases and simple sentences. 

 Novice High Presentational Speaking: I can tell about a familiar 

experience or event using phrases or simple sentences. 

 Novice High Presentational Writing: I can write information about my 

daily life in a letter, blog, discussion board, or email message. 

The purpose of this activity is to make connections between students and text.  In this 

chapter of the novel, Vida y Muerte en la Mara Salvatrucha (available on 

www.tprstorytelling.com), the anonymous narrator shares about his new girlfriend.  

He mentions how they met and the problems that they face.  This is a great 

opportunity to get students outputting as they create an online dating profile for him 

on “LA Harmony,” a website for MS-13 members looking for love!   

Make enough hand-outs for each student in your class.  Give them at least 20 minutes 

to create their online dating profile.  This will be used to organize their thoughts 

before they present orally!  If your class period length allows, you can begin the 

presentations on day 1, if you have shorter class periods (mine are only 44 minutes), 

you may need to give the presentations a second day.   

In their spoken presentation, each student will play the role of the anonymous author 

as he presents himself to the eligible ladies of Los Angeles.  What are his likes and 

dislikes?  What is he looking for in a lady?  Encourage creativity but make sure they 

keep it school appropriate!  
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Me llamo…. 

 

 

Tengo… 

 

 

Soy….. 

 

 

Me gusta(n)… 

 

 

 

Busco…. 

 

Llámame a… 

 

LA Harmony 
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Create a personal ad for the narrator of the novel.  What does he like?  What does he dislike?  What is 

he looking for in a lady?  What does he have to offer her?     
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